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“So-and-So and Salvation”           Text – Ruth 4:1-17        NT Reading – 1 John 4:7-21

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
It doesn’t seem that long ago that we began this sermon series on the Book of Ruth together.  And I trust that we all know now that the Book of Ruth is not the Bible’s equivalent of what we today call a ‘chick flick.’  
Instead, as we have seen, a primary purpose of the book is to explain an incredible part of the family history of King David.  And because the genealogy of David is a part of the genealogy of the Lord Jesus, this book is a part of the story of salvation. 
· So we read of Elimelech and his faithless choice to move to Moab.  
· We have seen Naomi move from emptiness and bitterness to the beginning of hope.  
· We have been constantly surprised by the faithfulness of Ruth, the Moabitess, who has become a true Israelite.  
· And we have been introduced to generous and godly Boaz, of whom we shall learn more today.  
But our chief joy has been to see God’s providence at work in the good and bad behaviour of ordinary people.  And oh how we need to see this!  I am sure that everyone of us can point to moments in life where we know we have made a real mess of things.  And this means we are just like the sinful and helpless people we encounter in the Book of Ruth.  So it is wonderfully encouraging to have this Book as a living example of how God redeems the sinful and helpless people that He loves.   
Well, you may remember that last time we were together we ended on a note of tension and uncertainty.  Naomi had told Ruth that the law of God’s solution to their poverty problem was for Ruth to marry a kinsmen-redeemer and that Boaz was a kinsmen-redeemer.  So Ruth had made her marriage proposal to Boaz.  Boaz had informed Ruth that there was a closer relative.  And Naomi had instructed Ruth to wait as Boaz was sure to settle the matter that day.  So we were left wondering Who will Ruth marry?
I.  Well, chapter 4 divides up into four scenes.  And with this first scene, from vv1-2, Boaz gathers together the various parties needed to properly settle this matter.  
A. We talked in an earlier sermon about how each Jewish family had a portion of the Promised Land assigned to them as their permanent inheritance.  So what typically happened was that the fields that were divided up into family portions were outside the town.  And to get to the fields, you had to go through the town gate.  So the town gate was where you met people and where much business was conducted.  And because it was where the elders of the town would sit, it was where legal matters were often dealt with also.  
B. So Boaz waited at the gate until he saw this nearer kinsman-redeemer and he called him over.  He then got 10 Elders together, probably because that was the number needed to decide the sort of matter Boaz needed to resolve.  And later on we read that Boaz made an announcement to the elders “and all the people.”  It isn’t too difficult to imagine that as Boaz gathers this small group together, those passing in and out of the gate stop to see what is going on.

II.  Well, once Boaz has all the necessary people together, he then proceeds, in the second scene of this chapter, from vv3-8, to lay out the facts of the situation 

A. Boaz explains to this Nearer Kinsmen-Redeemer that Naomi is selling the land that belonged to Elimelech.  And you may remember that it wasn’t the land itself that was sold, as we sell it today.  Instead, it was the enjoyment and use of the land that was sold.  So whatever crops were harvested from the land would now belong to this man.  Well, for this man, this sounds like a pretty good deal.  To be sure, he would have to look after elderly Naomi for a few years, but in the meantime he would get all the harvests, and eventually, once Naomi was dead, the property would become a part of his family portion, which he could then pass on to his sons.  
B. So there is no need for this man to give the matter a lot of thought.  He immediately responds, “I will redeem it.”  You can almost see the dollar signs ring in his eyes – chi-ching!
C. But Boaz is not finished.  He continues, in v5, with words that amount to, Oh, by the way, there is one more thing you need to know: “On the day you buy the land from Naomi and from Ruth the Moabitess, you acquire the dead man's widow, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property.”  So this nearer kinsmen-redeemer will have to marry Ruth and any son born of their marriage will eventually inherit the land.
D. Well, that little nugget of news changes everything for this man.  He says that he cannot redeem it because it might endanger his own estate.  In other words, having run this new scenario through the calculator in his head, he can see that the costs of caring for Naomi and Ruth and any children that come along, plus the fact that the use of the land would eventually pass to Ruth’s son, far outweigh whatever profits he might get from a few harvests.   Ministry to the poor was fine a few moments ago, because there were profits to be made.  But ministry to the poor when there are only costs to incur, well, that is not nearly as attractive.  So, No thanks, says the man!
E. Well, you might be wondering why I am being so harsh and judgmental about this man’s flip-flop, if you will pardon the sandal pun.  Why am I interpreting his change of heart in a negative light?  Well, this is not just my opinion.  This is the judgment we are all supposed to make in the light of two things: 
1. First, you may remember from when we read the law about Levirate marriage – the widow marrying her husband’s brother – that if he refused to do his duty, she was to spit in his face in front of the elders, and his family would from that day on be known as the “family of the unsandaled.”  So while there is no mention of spitting here, Boaz has assembled the Elders and there is sandal ceremony mentioned in v7.  
2. But think, in the second place, about the bigger picture of the Book of Ruth.  This book is all about preserving a name.  The whole point of Levirate marriage was so that the name of the man who had died could be preserved.  And Boaz speaks about this in v5, You must marry Ruth “in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property.”  But what becomes apparent in chapter 4 is the lengths that the author has gone to not to record the name of this nearer kinsmen-redeemer.  Look again at v1.  When Boaz called the man over, the NIV has it that Boaz said, “Come over here, my friend, and sit down.”  And that sounds very polite.  But a more literal equivalent of what Boaz calls the man would be something like “Hey, so and so.”  Now Boaz plainly knew this man, but the author of the account has chosen not to mention his name but to refer to him with a generic and meaningless title.  

3. And there is incredible irony here, Brothers and Sisters.  You see, if this man had agreed to marry Ruth, we would know his name!  And we would know his name because he would have been an ancestor of King David and the Lord Jesus Christ.  His name would have appeared in the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1.  His name would have been a part of the record of God’s plan of salvation.  But for the sake of a few dollars, this man goes down in history as ‘So and So.’  The honour and privilege of being in the genealogy of Jesus will go instead to Boaz!
4. This man, then, is an example of someone who is willing to participate in the covenant community so long as it does not cost too much.  Boaz, on the other hand, is willing to be selfless and sacrificial.  Boaz chooses to trust in the God of his salvation.  Boaz will obey the law of God, regardless of feelings and convenience and cost.  
5. So the judgment of Mr So-and-So asks a question of you today.  You live on this side of the cross.  You know Jesus.  You know that He voluntarily left the delights of heaven to live on this sin-stinking earth.  You know that He served others, His whole life, to the point of exhaustion.  You know that He went to the cross to suffer unspeakable agonies so that you could become part of the family of God.  So the question is: Knowing Who Jesus is and What He has done for you, are you participating in this covenant community in a selfless and sacrificial way?  Is your participation minimal or maximal?  In terms of worship service attendance, Bible study involvement, prayer, practical acts of service, is your participation governed by what suits you and what you feel like doing, or by what the Lord expects and what the Lord deserves, and what will bless others?  
6. Now, we must move on because this is not the main point of this chapter.  However, be like Boaz and do not be like Mr So and So is a pretty plain implication of this chapter!  
III.  Well, as Mr So-and-So opts out of his responsibilities, Boaz assumes his.  And the deal is sealed with the sandal-swapping ceremony.  And that brings us to the third scene of this chapter, from vv9-12, where Boaz announces to the people that he will do all that is required of the kinsmen-redeemer “in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property.”  And he then calls those assembled to act as witnesses to all of this.
A. And again, what Boaz says in vv9-10 reinforces the point we have repeatedly made about this not being some cheesy romance story.  What Boaz emphasizes here is covenant duty.  It was Ruth’s duty to ask a near relative to be her redeemer.  And now Boaz chooses to perform the duty of compassion that the Lord requires of him.  And so he calls on those assembled there to act as witnesses to this declaration. 
B. And they in turn speak words of marital blessing to Boaz.  In vv11-12, they ask the Lord to grant Boaz many children and standing in the community.  But because Boaz chose obedience ahead of anything else, his name became a part of the genealogy of David and Jesus, meaning that he got a standing and fame far beyond the borders of Ephrathah and Bethlehem around 1200 BC.  For Boaz is still famous today!  But Boaz, of course, did not do this to become famous.  As we have said, Boaz was much older than Ruth.  So it is likely that he died before David was born.  If so, he would not have known that his great-grandson one day becomes the King of Israel.  Boaz simply wanted to be a faithful child of God.  And in this way, Boaz is very typical of so many men and women that we encounter in the Bible – fallen and flawed individuals, who because of their obedience and trust in the Lord have been wonderfully used of the Lord in the story of salvation.  And that is something that you and I, as ordinary and flawed believers, should find wonderfully encouraging!
IV.  Well, that brings us, finally, to the fourth scene of this chapter, from vv13-17, as a son is born to Boaz and Ruth.  And once again, as we read what happens, we are reminded that the Lord is at work; ruling and overruling, in order to bring about redemption for the helpless people that He loves.
A. In v13, we are told, of Ruth, that “the Lord enabled her to conceive.”  The son born was not merely the result of a biological process.  Part of Ruth’s service unto the Lord would include motherhood.  
B. And when her son was born, the women rejoiced with Naomi because the Lord has preserved the name of Elimelech and his inheritance through this son; this kinsmen-redeemer son.   And the women pray that the son might become famous throughout Israel.  And he too becomes far more famous than just in Israel, because his grandson, David, eventually becomes the king of Israel and the forefather of the Lord Jesus.  

C. And so, Naomi, who was once so bitter at the Lord for afflicting her and who believed that the Lord had brought her back to Bethlehem “empty,” is now filled by the blessing of the Lord!  Verse 16 makes it clear that the child of Boaz and Ruth is given to Naomi as her son.  In effect, she adopts him and becomes his Mother.  You might remember that when Naomi was trying to convince Ruth and Orpah to go back to Moab, she described the impossibility of her having another son.  But here she is with a son!  And all this is by the wonderful, seemingly impossible providence of the Lord.  
Well, we have reached the end of our journey through the Book of Ruth.  
Two women were utterly helpless and hopeless.  They themselves could not solve their problem.  Their only hope was the compassion of another.  Their problem was poverty.  But Boaz became their redeemer.  And because of him, there was now the protection and provision that marriage provides, there was a son, and there was a secure inheritance in the Promised Land. 

But congregation, Naomi and Ruth’s greatest problem was not poverty.  Their greatest problem was sin and guilt.  And this is because, unless sin and guilt is dealt with, a person will be deservedly condemned to an eternity in hell.  And Boaz, as a sinner himself, could not help them with that problem.

So the message of the Book of Ruth for you today is this: You might think that your greatest problem is being sick, or poverty, or not being married, or being unhappily married, or being childless, or having children that give you grief, or not having a job, or having a job that you hate, or depression, or stress, but you are wrong.  Your greatest problem is your sin and guilt.  And this is because even if those other problems are ‘fixed’; even if you get to live the most prosperous and ‘happy’ life that can be lived – family, wealth, career, travel…  unless your sin and guilt is dealt with, the few short years of ‘happiness’ on earth will mean nothing to you as you endure an eternity of suffering in the agonies of hell.  

But the Book of Ruth also points us to the SOLUTION to our greatest problem.  We human beings are helpless sinners who cannot save ourselves; it is God who must help us.  And He has shown compassion and love and grace and mercy by providing a Redeemer – His Son, the Lord Jesus.  Boaz points us to Jesus!  For Jesus endured God’s wrath at sin on the cross, so that if you believe that Jesus did this for you, you have salvation; you have eternal life; you have an inheritance in heaven that is secure!  
And that is what this table celebrates.  For as you eat and drink, you are to remember and believe that the body of the Lord Jesus was broken and His blood was poured out for the COMPLETE forgiveness of all your sins.  The ultimate message of the Book of Ruth is that Jesus is the Redeemer that we helpless sinners need.  Hallelujah!  What a Saviour!  Amen.  
